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Dear .

SELF-PORTRAIT OF SOMEONE ELSE by Vincent Eaton:

I am v*ry sorry indeed for fthe delay in getting back to you about this
title. I can only plead extreme pressure of other work aa the reason.

EELF-PQRTRAIT OF SOMEONE ELSE is one of the most effectively harrowing

and geduinely moving novels!I have read in a long time. The dlimactic sequence
in whidlh Tim wreaks horrifi? if underatandable revenge on his farher 1s so
painful and powerful that I could hardly bring myself to finish this
particylar episode. The ovprall pain-level in SELP-PORTRAIT is one of the
reason§ why 1 shan't be making you an offer for Mr Eaton's novel, Don't
get me‘wrong: I realize full well that serious fiction must engage with
the datk side of human expefience and that much abiding literature is
largely concerned with down?eat subjects. But, in the present restricted
state ¢f the British market; and bearing in mind -~ a8 I must -- the well-
stocked atate of the forward schedules for our Paladin fmprint, I am
having to be ultraselective about what I take on in the whole area of
qualit} fiction. SELF~PORTRAIT would, I fear, have a hard time reaching

a sufficiently large readerbhip over here: it would not, I believe,
receivé significant support' from vur major customers and, because of the
aforemg¢ntioned high pnin—leLal. 1 cannot realistically envisage it getting

much it the way of vital word-of-mouth recommendation among general readers,
H 1

It depfaasa- me to have to give you this negative response to such an
impresgive and powerful first novel. T am sure Mr Eaton has a strong future

as a wtiter of significant fiction gnd, in a happler economic climate, I would

have attempted to cume to tgrms with you for the British rights to SELF-PORTRAIT
in ordér to involve this company at the outset of a promising writing career.

If by ome mischance you do not succeed in placing SELF-PORTRAIT OF SOMEONE ELSE

with aftother British publisher, I would be very grateful for the chance to
considgr Mr Eaton's second povel when it is ready. If it were possible to
extrapblate a more positive' scenario for the second novel's prospects with us,
it might also then make senpe to go back and acquire SELF-PORTRAIT to make up

a two-book deal. I am sorry that this is the best 1 can suggeat for Mr Eaton's
enuingly impressive first Fovel at this point in time.

All thL best, as ever. !

Youre,

F7

Nick Ahstin |
Publishing Director - Paperbacks
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